
March 24, 2020 -- Public announcement 

Seattle Center Skate Plaza Construction Postponed 
 
Construction of the new Seattle Center Skate Plaza has been suspended temporarily due to proposed 
construction expenses outside the scope of the project budget. Project plan revisions anticipate 
construction completion by spring 2021. 
 
The Skate Plaza project has been in development for almost two years. After bidding it as a public works 
project in February 2020, the City of Seattle received a single bid response with an engineering cost of 
roughly twice the project estimate. While planners anticipated high bids given recent construction 
trends, the doubling of the price challenged the team to explore other options. Seattle Center faced a 
difficult decision between building a smaller park and delaying the project in order to make a second 
attempt to build the project for a lower total cost. 
 
The new Skate Plaza replaces the Seattle Center Skatepark, which was built in 2009 within the property 
boundary of the New Arena at Seattle Center. The area was demolished in 2018 as part of arena 
construction. Arena developer Oak View Group contributed $500,000 to relocate the skatepark, and the 
City of Seattle committed an additional $1.7 million in funding in its 2019-2020 adopted budget. 
 
The ambitious project schedule included site selection feasibility study, State Environmental Protection 
Act (SEPA) process, design, review by the Seattle Design Commission, and an ordinance approved by the 
Seattle City Council to transfer the former Broad Street site from Seattle Department of Transportation 
to Seattle Center. 
 
“While it is disappointing to miss the original target completion period of July 2020, we firmly believe 
the revised course of action is prudent and reasonable given the project complexities, astonishing high 
construction bid, and now the COVID-19 outbreak. While unfortunate, we hope the decision to rebid will 
allow us to use the down time to ultimately deliver a better project,” said Seattle Center director Robert 
Nellams. 
 
Seattle Center regrets the impacts of this decision in its commitment to the Seattle skateboarding 
community and recognizes that the delay means a second summer without a permanent public 
skatepark in this central location. To ensure some skateboarding still happens on campus this summer, 
Seattle Center will provide a pop-up skatepark next to the Artists at Play playground for camps and 
other programs. 

For more information on the new Skate Plaza, visit www.seattlecenter.com or call 206 684-7200.   
 
About Seattle Center: 
Connect to the extraordinary at Seattle Center, an active civic, arts and family gathering place in the core 
of our region. More than 30 cultural, educational, sports and entertainment organizations that reside on 
the grounds, together with a broad range of public and community programs, create thousands of 
events on the 74-acre campus and attract over 12 million visitors each year. At Seattle Center, part of 
Uptown Arts & Cultural District, our purpose is to create exceptional events, experiences and 
environments that delight and inspire the human spirit to build stronger communities. Activities at the 
Center generate $1.864 billion in business activity and $631 million in labor income. 
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